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DAYTON, Ohio, March 25, 1976 --- Thorton Wilder's great American classic 
"Our Town", is perfectly suited for the Bicentennial year. When the University 
of Dayton Theatre performs the drama April 1, 2, and 3, the nostalgia of small-
town America will be there. But just as important, Wilder's timeless view of 
life in general--wherever and whenever--will be presented through an imaginative 
use of slide projectors. The play has little scenery: some chairs, two ladders, 
and bare walls. This calls for a greater use of imagination from the audience, 
and emphasizes the characters and their feelings. 
"What's importanct", says director Larry Selka, "is the people themselves. 
The play's theme is that people don't realize life while they're still living 
it." 
The action takes place at the turn-of-the-centruy in a small American 
town. The plot follows the life of Emily, from girlhood, marriage, and mother-
hood, through death and the beyond, where she realizes how much she took life 
and people for granted when she had them. 
The theme of the play, of course, transcends the rather simple plot with 
the ,mall· tQlIn~.$erving as a microcosm of life itself. To illustrate this at 
certain points in the play, several slide projectors flash pictures on stage to 
stress the universality of an event or state of being. 
During Emily's wedding, for example, we see slides of other weddings and 
other races, other religions, other times. The cycle of life itself is what 
Wilder seeks to portray, in the three acts depicting Life, Love and Marriage, 
and Death. 
"It's a tremendous dissertation on life," says Selka. "A philosophical 
look at life that's amusing and serious at the same time." 
Wilder, who died last year, won a Pulitzer Prize for "Our Town", which 
has been performed numerous times throughout America, ' "It is one of the standards 
of theatre," Selka says. "It is maybe mC'i'e relevant today, as today, we don't 
take time to realize life." 
In the words of the stage manager in the play, "You gotta live life to 
love life." And one has only to see "Our Town" to love it and its author. 
Performances are April 1 , 2, and 3, in the Kennedy Union Boll Theatre at 
8 PM. Tickets are available at the Information Center, 229-3244, 
